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customs, already alluded to1 of taking the dying person outside the house so as to prevent possible pollution to the dwelling place. Should the household ascertain from the Pariah priest that the day is a lucky one, they suffer the patient to die in the house ; otherwise, they are as particular as the upper castes are in putting the sufferer outside to die. Amongst Hindus, in the event of a person's dying inside the house during an unlucky conjunction of the stars, not only must that particular household vacate the dwelling for a period of time, but the neighbours also must do the same. Hence public opinion is very strong in the matter of suffering any one to die inside a house. It must be very trying, particularly in the rainy season, for the sick person to have to turn out of his house and live in a temporary shed; it may be for some months.
The dying person is placed on the ground to die. Should the poor sufferer seem to be a long time in dying, a cruel custom, which seems to be practised by the upper castes also, is carried out. It is thought that from excessive love for some one, the husband for the wife, or the wife for the husband, or the parents for a child, as the case may be, the spirit is loth to quit the body. If this is the case, a little water or some other liquid is poured into the mouth by the one supposed to be thus excessively loved, or perhaps by several, one after the other. If it should be thought that through an avaricious disposition the spirit is loth to depart some coins are taken and washed in water, the water being then poured into the mouth of the dying person. Such a practice may often hasten death, even in cases where, perhaps, a recovery might otherwise have been possible.
Burial or cremation follows quickly upon death. Three or four hours after the last breath, there may be nothing left of the departed but a heap of ashes.